Topography of the gastro-oesophageal junction in the dog revisited: possible clinical implications.
The topographical anatomy of the gastro-oesophageal junction was evaluated in six Greyhounds and six Beagles with particular emphasis on the inter-relationship of anatomic structures and landmarks. Significant variation existed between individuals, and a standard topography could not be identified. It was not possible to document the consistent presence of an intra-abdominal oesophagus in either breed examined; in the majority of cases the oesophagus was contained entirely within the thoracic cavity such that no portion of the oesophagus could be subject to abdominal pressures. This has implications for understanding the pathogenesis of hiatal hernia associated gastro-oesophageal reflux disease.